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Notes and Discussions 199 

SYKO-I'ANTHS AND SYKINOS 

Convenient summaries of the various explanations of the semantics of 
arvKotfydvTrj^, most of them aetiological and overingenious, are available 
elsewhere;* I offer one more suggestion, based more firmly on known Greek 
usage, as it seems to me. Swtvos frequently has the connotation of worth- 
lessness.2 Since this quality cannot inhere in the adjective independently, 
it must be attributed to the fig tree or some part of it: note that o-vkcvos 
may mean "of fig wood" (Ar. Wasps 897), "of the fig" (Plut. ii. 752 B), 
or "of the fig tree" (Ar. Wasps 145). The wood was certainly worthless' 
and there may have been an Athenian equivalent of our "I don't care a 
fig" (just as we say, "1 don't care a cent," though money in the aggregate 
is the standard of value). From (rvKrj or <tvkov (and the morphology of 
<ni»co<^avT»js could not finally decide which, since the o of o-stems became 
generalized for such compounds irrespective of the stem-vowel of the first 
member) o-vk- as it appears in <TVKo(j>a.vTrii may have gained the meaning 
"worthless" or "trivial," so that the whole word would denominate a 
"trifle-revealer." Next, frequent use in the courts would give it a half- 
technical significance as an epithet for one who brought groundless accusa- 
tions, and it would run its further course as traced by Lofberg (op. ciL). 
This interpretation does not involve any such ellipsis in the Greek (to be 
suppUed aetiologically) as is involved in such familiar interpretations as 
"revealer of exporters of contraband figs." 

Festus (433 f . ThP) records an account to the effect that, there being a 
death penalty in Attica for those who broke into gardens and picked figs, 
those who exacted this extreme penalty ob par vol a detrimenta were 
called sycophants. A vigorous picture of the "trifle-revealer" and his 
o-vKivo denunciations (note the diminutives) is drawn in this familiar passage 
from the Acharnians (519 ff.) : 

i<xvKO<t>avTei Meyapiuv tA x^o*'^"'"' 
Kfl vov (tUvov ISoiev ij \ay<fiu>v 
fl xo'piS'ov ij (TKdpoSov fj x^vSpovs aXas, 
ravT fiv Meyopiicd iciireirpoT' a.{0mifpbv. 
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«Cf. Reinach, Rev. des Etudes Grec., XIX, 342 ff.; Girard, ibid., XX, 143 fl.; 
Pauly-W., VI, 2120 f.; Lofberg, Sycophancy in Athens, pp. vii-viii. 

'Ci. Ar. PL 944 ff., Lysist. 110 with scholion; Strattis Psych. 4; Theocr. x. 
44 f.; Lucian Adv. Indoct. 6; Hesychius and Suidas s.v, 

' Cf. Theophr. ir«pi <t>vrS>v Urroplas v. 3. 3, Hor. Sat. i. 8. 1 with Porphyrio and 
scholiast thereon; Plato Hipp. Ma. 290 D; Et. Magn, s.v, avKoijiavrla, 



